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ABSTRACT 
The aim of this research is to prove whether or not the use of 
frontloading strategy can increase vocabulary in the grade-nine students of 
SMPN 19 Palu. The researcher applied quasi experimental research design 
which involved experimental group and control group. The samples were 
class IX B as the experimental group and class IX C as the control group. 
They were selected by using a purposive sampling technique. In collecting the 
data, the researcher gave pre-test and post-test for both groups. The result of 
the data analysis shows that there is an improvement between the results of 
post-test of both groups. The mean score of experimental group before the 
treatment is 54.7, while the control group is 47. After the researcher gave the 
treatment, the mean score of experimental group in post-test is 76.5 and the 
control group is 55.3. It is also shown that the t-counted (3.854) is greater than t-
table (2.021) which indicates that the research hypothesis is accepted. Thus, the 
use of frontloading strategy is effective to increase students’ vocabulary 
especially in mastering noun, verb and adjective. 
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Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk membuktikan apakah penggunaan 
strategi frontloading dapat menambah kosakata siswa kelas IX di SMPN 19 
Palu. Peneliti menerapkan metode penelitian semu yang melibatkan grup 
eksperimen dan grup kontrol. Sampel penelitian ini adalah kelas IX B sebagai 
grup eksperimen dan kelas IX C sebagai grup kontrol. Kedua sampel tersebut 
dipilih menggunakan teknik purposive sampling. Dalam mengumpulkan data, 
peneliti memberikan pra-tes dan pasca-tes untuk kedua grup. Hasil dari 
analisis data menunjukkan bahwa terdapat peningkatan antara hasil pra-test 
dan pasca-test untuk ke dua grup. Nilai rata-rata grup eksperimen sebelum 
perlakuan adalah 54.7, sedangkan grup kontrol adalah 47. Setelah peneliti 
memberikan perlakuan, nilai rata-rata dari post-test di grup eksperimen adalah 
76.5 dan grup kontrol adalah 55.3. Hal tersebut juga menunjukkan bahwa 
nilai hitung t (3.854) lebih tinggi dibandingkan nilai tabel t (2.021) yang 
mengindikasikan bahwa hipotesis penelitian diterima. Dengan demikian, 
penggunaan strategi frontloading efektif untuk menambah kosakata 
khususnya dalam penguasaan kata benda, kata kerja dan kata. 
Kata kunci: Frontloading; Kosakata; Penggunaan Kata . 
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INTRODUCTION 
Vocabulary is one of the English language components besides grammar and 
pronunciation. Vocabulary is a number of words that have meaning which can be used to 
communicate one another either spoken or written. Wilkins, in Alqahtani (2015) 
emphasizes “Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can 
be conveyed.” In addition, Nichols and Rupley (2004) emphasize the importance of 
vocabulary, stating that it is a key to reading comprehension, reading fluency, writing, and 
communication with others. Thus, vocabulary is the key of language skills. On the other 
hand, vocabulary is the basic way to communicate with others. Nowadays, many students 
get hard to communicate one another or to share their ideas either spoken or written because 
the lack of vocabulary. Furthermore, students need to master vocabulary in order to be able 
to understand words or terms which are used to communicate thought and feelings. 
The recent curriculum named Kurikulum 2013, the students of Junior High School 
must be able to develop their communicative competence in written as well as in spoken. 
The students are expected to be able to communicate both in the spoken and written form to 
solve problems in their daily lives. In addition, Depdiknas (2006) argues that the existence 
of vocabulary has been considered since vocabulary earned the highest score in the National 
Final Examination. The statement shows that it is important for the students to master 
sufficient amount of vocabulary. By having or knowing the stock of vocabulary, it will be 
easier to communicate and it can develop their language skills be developed. 
Based on the preliminary observation, the researcher found some problems that 
caused students still lack of vocabulary. First, the students do not know the meaning of the 
words. Second, the students get difficulty to communicate. The last, the students are not 
motivated to increase their vocabulary. To overcome those problems, the teacher should put 
more effort in teaching vocabulary. The teacher can use effective strategies in teaching 
vocabulary. The use of effective strategies can assist the students to understand the 
vocabulary. 
Research reveals that effective strategies are needed to overcome vocabulary 
problems. There have been some strategies used in teaching vocabulary effectively, and one 
of those strategies is frontloading strategy. Frontloading strategy is one part of scaffolding 
types which is used to increase vocabulary. June (2006:8) states that “frontloading provides 
rich dialogue and experiences that allow students to develop vocabulary by accessing their 
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prior knowledge before reading content.” Thus, when students have the opportunity to use 
their prior knowledge, they exhibit an increase in vocabulary and content knowledge. In 
addition, Meylan and Sturgis (2008:2) argues that: 
“Frontloading is teaching Academic Language Structures and Academic Vocabulary 
in order to understand and express comprehension of text. Frontloading is a 
powerful strategy that provides English Language Learners (ELL) and Standard 
English Learners (SEL) with the necessary scaffolds to answer comprehension 
questions both orally and in writing as well as understand text. Frontloading will 
increase students’ comprehension skills and vocabulary, as well as written fluency.” 
 
In applying the frontloading strategy, the students need to remember vocabulary that 
they have learnt. The researcher assumes that this strategy is useful because the teacher only 
asks the students to list the words that they have known related to topic which is being 
taught. Then, the students make a list of words which is related to the topic given by the 
teacher. This strategy has some advantages, such as; this strategy is simple, it is extremely 
helpful and effective to review the students’ vocabulary. In brief, vocabulary is the first 
component of language that is needed to be learnt so that the students understanding about 
word is better. The researcher intends to improve vocabulary mastery by applying 
frontloading strategy. 
Based on the description of the study above, this research was conducted to 
investigate whether or not the use of Frontloading strategy can increase the students’ 
vocabulary in the grade-nine students at SMPN 19 Palu. 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
In conducting this research, the researcher used quasi experimental research design. 
Quasi experimental is a research design that consists of two groups, an experimental group 
and a control group. An experimental group was given the treatment, but the control group 
was not. Both of those groups were given pre-test and post-test. The researcher used design 
which formulated by Sugiyono (2012:116) as follow: 
 
 
O1          X          O2 
------------------------- 
O3                       O4 
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Where: 
O1: pre-test of experimental group 
O2: post-test of experimental group 
O3: pre-test of control group 
O4: post-test of control group 
X: treatment of experimental group 
------------------: there was no random of subject 
 
In conducting research, the researcher needs population as the object of the research. 
Polit and Beck (2004:289) define “population as the entire aggregation of cases that meet a 
designated set of criteria.” The target population of this research was the grade-nine 
students of SMPN 19 Palu. Here are the distributions of the population: 
Table 1 
 Distribution of Population 
 
No Class Number of Students 
1 IX A 23 
2 IX B 20 
3 IX C 22 
4 IX D 20 
Total 85 
 
The researcher applied purposive sampling technique in choosing the sample. The 
researcher chose two parallel classes as the sample. In this case, class IX B was chosen as 
experimental group, and class IX C as control group with the following reasons: the first 
reason was those classes had some problems in vocabulary; the second reason was that the 
English teacher who teaches those classes suggested to the researcher to choose them as the 
sample of this research.  
 Based on the title of this research which is “Increasing Students’ Vocabulary 
through Frontloading Strategy”, there were two types of variables such as independent 
variable and dependent variable. The independent variable was frontloading strategy while 
the dependent variable was the students’ vocabulary.  
In this research, the data were taken from the result of the test that given to both 
experimental and control groups. There were two tests, pre-test and post-test. Pre-test is a 
test which is given before the treatment to measure the students’ basic ability in vocabulary. 
Post-test is a test which is given after the treatment, this test is used to measure the students’ 
ability in vocabulary after the treatment. There were four kinds of test that the researcher 
gave to the students, they were multiple choice, matching words, fill-in the blank and 
sentence construction.  
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Furthermore, students’ scores were determined with the scoring system goes from 1 
up to 5. The researcher used statistic to analyze the data. It was used to analyze the result of 
the students’ score on pre-test and post-test. The researcher used the formula proposed by 
Arikunto (2006) and Best & Kahn (2006) in calculating the students’ individual score, the 
students’ mean score, the mean score deviation, the sum of square deviation, and the t-
counted value. First, the researcher calculated the students’ individual score. Second, after 
getting the students’ individual score, the researcher counted the mean score of both 
experimental and control group. Third, the researcher counted the mean score deviation 
both experimental and control group. Fourth, the researcher calculated the sum of square 
deviation of both experimental and control group. Afterward, the researcher computed the 
value of t-counted in order to know a significant difference between both experimental and 
control group.  
FINDINGS 
In collecting the data, the researcher gave pre-test and post-test to both experimental 
and control group. The pre-test was conducted in order to measure the students’ vocabulary 
mastery. After giving the pre-test to both experimental and control group, the researcher 
conducted the treatment to the experimental group by using frontloading strategy. The 
treatment was conducted in six meetings. The researcher then gave the post-test to both 
experimental and control group in order to know the students’ improvement after the 
treatment. Furthermore, the purpose of the post-test was to compare the result of the 
students’ achievement in vocabulary between the experimental group and the control one 
The result of the pre-test and post-test of both groups presented on the table 1 and 2.  
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Table 2 
The Students’ Score of Experimental Group on Pre-test and Post-test 
 
  
No 
  
Students' Initial 
  
Scores 
Pre-test 
(x1) 
Post-test 
(x2) 
1 AMM 50 64 
2 AM 55 82 
3 AAS 43 70 
4 AS 41 91 
5 ARS 66 75 
6 DA 59 77 
7 EO 36 91 
8 FT 68 91 
9 FHF 68 86 
10 IA 61 77 
11 IH 61 86 
12 IN 61 68 
13 MR 66 84 
14 MT 41 52 
15 NSM 70 86 
16 RNTL 84 89 
17 RA 64 70 
18 SB 16 36 
19 YS 59 82 
20 NNY 25 73 
Total Score  1094 1530 
Mean Score 54.7 76.5 
 
Based on the table above, the highest score on pre-test is 84 and the lowest one is 
16. After getting the students’ individual score on pre-test, the researcher counted the 
students’ mean score on pre-test by dividing the total score by the number of the students. 
The result indicates that the mean score of experimental group results is 54.7. Furthermore, 
the highest score on post-test is 91 and the lowest one is 36. The students’ mean score on 
post-test is 76.5. Thus, the students’ score is increased from 54.7 to 76.5.  
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Table 3 
The Students’ Score of Control Group on Pre-test and Post-test 
 
No Students' Initial 
Scores 
Pre-test 
(y1) 
Post-test 
(y2) 
1 AD 57 57 
2 AA 59 59 
3 APP 48 55 
4 AW 45 48 
5 CI 75 77 
6 DI 29 45 
7 DAK 61 61 
8 DC 23 52 
9 HW 61 61 
10 IC 70 75 
11 IMD 36 43 
12 KG 52 55 
13 KA 48 52 
14 MAF 52 59 
15 MAS 18 42 
16 MFR 32 52 
17 PPR 39 39 
18 RH 50 57 
19 RF 55 55 
20 RI 39 61 
21 SYD 43 55 
22 TF 43 57 
Total Score                1035 1271 
Mean Score 47 55.3 
 
 The table above shows that the highest score on pre-test is 75 and the lowest one is 
18. Then, the researcher computed the students’ mean score on pre-test. The mean score is 
47. Furthermore, the highest score on post-test is 77 and the lowest one is 39. The students’ 
mean score on post-test is 55.3. The result above indicates that there is an improvement 
between the students’ score on pre-test and post-test, it risen up from 47 to 55.3. 
After finding the scores of the pre-test and post-test of both experimental and control 
groups, the researcher calculated the mean deviation and square deviation. From computing 
mean deviation on pre-test and post-test of experimental group, the researcher determined 
that the highest score of deviation (d) of the experimental group is 55 and the highest square 
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deviation (d2) is 3025. Furthermore, the researcher discovered that the highest deviation (d) 
of the control group score is 29 and the highest square deviation (d2) is 841.  
The researcher then counted the mean deviation score in both experimental and 
control group. The result indicates that the mean score deviation of experimental group is 
21.8 while the mean score deviation of control group is 8.27. The researcher counted the 
square deviation after obtaining the mean deviation of the groups. The square deviation of 
experimental group is 3858 and control group is 1651. Having the result of square 
deviation, the researcher analyzed the data in order to know the significant difference in 
both experimental and control groups or testing hypothesis by using t-counted formula. By 
getting the result of the calculation, the t-counted is 3.854. Afterwards, the t-counted is 
compared to the t-table in testing hypothesis which is 2.021. 
The researcher discovered that the t-counted is 3.854. By applying 0.05 level of 
significance with the degree of freedom (df) Nx + Ny -2 = 40 the researcher found that the 
t-counted (4.642) is higher than t-table (2.021) it indicates that the hypothesis is accepted. Thus, 
the use of frontloading strategy is effective to increase the students’ of the grade-nine of 
SMPN 19 Palu. 
 
DISCUSSION 
In this discussion, the researcher would like to analyze the data and to explain the 
research finding related to the use of frontloading strategy to increase the students’ 
vocabulary.   
In conducting this research, the researcher gave pre-test for both experimental and 
control groups at the first meeting. The purpose is to know the students’ knowledge in 
vocabulary. There are 28 items of tests; 6 items of multiple choice, 6 items of matching 
word, 10 items of fill in the blank, and 6 items of constructing sentence. The result of pre-
test in both groups indicated that from both experimental and control group, there is only 
one student in each group who can pass the test based on the minimum standard of learning 
mastery. In experimental group the highest score is 84 and the highest score in control 
group is 75 while the minimum standard is 75. Then, the researcher provided the result of 
error rate of pre-test in experimental group which was 44% in nouns, 43.5% in verbs, 66.3% 
in adjectives, 64.2% in word use, 39.2% in spelling and 32.4% in word meaning. This 
percentage shows that the highest error rate in experimental group is on adjectives. 
Subsequently, the error rate of pre-test in control group was 65.4 % in nouns, 62.2% in 
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verbs and 70% in adjectives, 64.2% in word use, 48.4% in spelling and 68.8% in word 
meaning. It means that adjectives is the highest error rate. 
After giving pre-test, the researcher gives the treatment to both of the experimental 
and control groups for six meetings for each group with the different strategy. In the 
experimental group, the researcher use frontloading strategy while the control group used 
the other strategy.  
The improvement in the vocabulary mastery is achieved due to potential effects of the 
frontloading strategy. The improvement in nouns, verbs and adjectives can be observed 
during the treatment. During the treatment in experimental group, the researcher introduced 
the students what frontloading strategy is and how the steps of frontloading strategy is. 
Then, the researcher explained about nouns, verbs, and adjectives that can help the students 
increase their vocabulary. In every meeting, the researcher chose the different topics that 
were interesting for the students. Then, the students became more active and interested in 
describing their ideas and make a list of words because they already know about the types, 
the use and the examples of noun, verb and adjective. The students also shown their 
contribution when they found some words that did not know by asking the researcher or 
seeing the category of the word, the meaning of the word and the spelling of the word in the 
dictionary. The researcher supervised the students during the discussion by walking around 
the classroom and supervised each student to help them when they got difficult to describe 
their ideas or to make a list of words. It means that the presence of the researcher is helpful 
in the implementation of the frontloading strategy. Thus, this strategy is effective and easier 
to be implemented to increase the students’ vocabulary. 
Based on the result of post-test in both groups, the researcher found that the error rate 
of experimental group was 34.4% of students who gave incorrect answer in nouns, 21.5% of 
students who gave incorrect answer in verbs, 31% of students who gave incorrect answer in 
adjectives, 48.4% of students who made mistakes in word use, 19.3% of students who made 
mistakes in spelling and 36.4% of students who gave incorrect answer in word meaning. It 
means that word use was the highest error rate of post-test in experimental group. There 
were 13 students got score more than 75. On the contrary, the error rate of post-test in 
control group was 64.2% of nouns, 64.9% of verbs, 66.5% of adjectives, 55.3% of word 
use, 19% of spelling and 78% of word meaning. It means that word meaning was the 
highest error rate in post-test of control group. There were 2 students who can pass the post-
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test. Thus, the result presents a fact that it is effective for the students to improve their 
vocabulary mastery in nouns, verbs and adjectives covering the word use and the spelling of 
the words, while for the word meaning, the use frontloading strategy is not very effective 
for the students. 
After finding the result on the pre-test and the post-test in experimental group, the 
researcher compared the error rate of pre-test and post-test. She concluded that there is a 
difference of decreasing error rate of nouns from 44.4% to 34.4%, verbs from 43.5% from 
to 21.5%, adjectives from 66.3% to 31%, word use from 64.2% to 48.4%, and spelling from 
39.2% to 19.3%. Furthermore, there was a deduction of error rate about 10% for nouns, 
22% for verbs, 35.3% for adjectives, 15.8% for word use, and 19.9% for spelling. 
After conducting this research, the researcher believes that the use of frontloading 
strategy is effective to increase the students’ vocabulary. It is supported by Sishatminingsih 
(2015), the previous researcher who did a research on “The Effectiveness of Using 
Frontloading Strategy to Improve Students Vocabulary Mastery in The Seventh Grade 
Students at SMP N 1 Karanggayam in The Academic Year 2014/2015”. She stated that the 
use of frontloading strategy is effective to increase the students’ vocabulary mastery. Thus, 
the researcher has proven that use of frontloading strategy is effective to increase the 
vocabulary in the grade-nine students of SMPN 19 Palu. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGESSTION 
Based on the research findings, the researcher concludes that the implementation of 
Frontloading Strategy increases the vocabulary mastery of the students at SMPN 19 Palu. It 
can be seen from the result of the value of t-counted (3.854) which is higher than the value 
of t-table (2.021). Besides, the implementation of Frontloading Strategy has some strengths 
in teaching vocabulary. First, it is by listing the words that they have learned and knew. 
Second, it makes the students to be more active because they need to know the meaning and 
the spelling of the words. 
The researcher would like to give some suggestion as follow; the students have to 
memorize the word and the meaning of the word that they have learnt. They have to be 
more active to read dictionary, so that they can increase their vocabulary. The teacher 
should applied frontloading strategy as one of strategy in teaching-learning vocabulary, so 
that the quality of teaching-learning vocabulary in the school is increased. Then, the further 
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researcher who wants to use frontloading strategy should give a reading text or topic that 
interesting for the students. 
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